100             HISTORY OP VITALISM
We have no interest in going into further details of ReiFs exposition : he does not offer real proof of the objective truth ot his kind of Vitalism. We will only mention the excellent definition of irritability, as it is an example of his logical clearness : " The quality of animal organs which causes them to change their present state through themselves when stimulated by an external agency, is called irritability." The cause of irritability lies in the mixture and form of the matter.
Reil is the first representative of a vitalistic theory founded on the concept of living matter and thought out clearly, perhaps too simply for the greatness of the problem of how one " comes from idea to matter " ; he merely endows the matter with the idea. In a sense this too sounds quite modern ; but we must not forget the sentence which we have already quoted from Kant, " The possibility of a living matter is unthinkable; the concept contains a contradiction, for lifelessness, inertia, is the essential characteristic of matter." To thos6 who agree with this thesis ReiTs work can be no more than a clever achievement erroneous from the very start.
(iii) TREVTEIANUS.
With G. R. Treviranus, if not already with Reil? we have the beginning of a really dogmatic Vitalism, i.e. Vitalism whose proof is no longer thought necessary, the question being rather how it is to be presented. At the same time with Treviranus begins what might be called "scholastic Vitalism " ; every general treatment of physiological theory now